
 
 

 

 

 

Preston Reservoir has played a critical part as a holding reservoir to supply fresh 

water to Melbourne’s inner and western suburbs from the 1860’s to the present 

day.  

 

Preston Reservoir No.1, on the west of High Street, was excavated in 1863-64 

and the clay was used to form the surrounding embankments, with the base and 

sides lined with bluestone pitchers. The reservoir commenced supplying 

Melbourne with water in 1864. Up until 1881 Preston was Melbourne’s only 

service reservoir.  

 

By 1884 it was identified that Preston Reservoir needed additional water storage 

an area of approximately 11ha was purchased on the east side of High 

Street. Reservoirs 2 and 3 were constructed in 1909 and 1913 respectively.  

Monterey Cypress trees were selected to surround the reservoirs to minimise 

airborne dust entering the open structures. Eventually reservoirs No.2 and No.3 

were covered in order to prevent dust entering the water supply.  

 

These historic Cypress trees are reaching the end of their life, and are in various 

states of decline. Independent arborist advice indicates that they need to be 

removed and replaced with more suitable tree species over the next 3 – 15 years.  

 

Last year, Melbourne Water applied to Darebin City Council to remove 5 Monterey 

Cypress trees that posed an immediate safety risk to people and property. 

Accordingly, these trees were removed in March 2012. As part of the planning 

permit for these works, a landscape master plan has been developed to manage 

the tree removal and provide a vision for the site in the future.  

 

 

 

Preston Reservoir Landscape 
Master Plan  
March 2013 

Melbourne Water has developed a landscape master plan for the 

whole of the Preston Reservoir to provide a vision for the landscape 

features of the site over the next 15 years  

History of the site  



 

 

 

  

The objectives of the Landscape Master Plan are to: 

 provide a holistic vision for the appearance, function and amenity of the 

site, while recognising and protecting the primary purpose of the land, 

which is to provide water supply services 

 provide direction of the replacement species of the Monterey Cypress 

currently lining the reservoirs and both sides of High Street 

 achieve broad community understanding of the future appearance of the 

site 

 to create a safe environment for all uses of the site 

 

The plan includes all land associated with the Preston Reservoir. 

 
Where can I see and comment on the plans? 
 

The plans will be on our website until 29 March 2013: 

 

www.melbournewater.com.au/prestonreservoir 

 

Local residents are invited to meet Melbourne Water staff members at the 

Preston Reservoir on Saturday 16 March. You can drop by anytime between 8am 

and 1pm to learn more about the plan and ask any questions that you might 

have. 

 

What: Melbourne Water Information Session at Preston Reservoir 

When: Drop by between 8am and 1pm on Sat 16 March 2013 

Where: Corner Thackeray Road and Centre Street, Reservoir 

 

Your comments on the plans, and the proposed tree replacements for the 

Monterey Cypress can also be lodged online, by email 

prestonlandscapeplan@melbournewater.com.au or in person at the information 

session.  

  

Alternatively, please feel free to call us.  

 

What happens next? 
 
Following the consultation period (from 18 February 2013 to 29 March 2013), 

input from the community will be incorporated where appropriate into the final 

plans. Melbourne Water expects to submit the final Master Plan to Darebin City 

Council for approval by 30 April 2013. 

 

The implementation of the master plan will be staged over the next 3 – 15 years.  

What are the objectives of the Landscape Master plan? 

http://www.melbournewater.com.au/prestonreservoir
mailto:prestonlandscapeplan@melbournewater.com.au


 

 

 

  

 

Call Charlotte Blakey on 9679 7083 for information about this project. Or call 

Melbourne Water on 131 722 or visit melbournewater.com.au for general 

information about other projects to enhance life and liveability. 
Interpreter service 

 For an interpreter, please call the Translating and Interpreting Service 

(TIS National) on 13 14 50 

 
 

 

Arabic 

 131الرقم  على (TIS National) والشفهية الخطية الترجمة بخدمة الاتصال الرجاء مترجم، إلى بحاجة كنتم إذا

 . أوقات Melbourne Waterالرقم  على Mon – Fri, 7am – 6pm بوكالتكم الاتصال منهم والطلب ،450

0400886440ه عملنا  

Cantonese 

若你需要口譯員，請致電131 450聯絡翻譯和口譯服務署（TIS National），要求他們致電 

0409 386 449 聯絡 Melbourne Water 。我們的工作時間是 Mon – Fri, 7am – 6pm。 

Mandarin 

如果你需要口译员，请致电131 450联系翻译和口译服务署（TIS National），要求他们致

电 0409 386 449 联系 Melbourne Water。我们的工作时间是Mon – Fri, 7am – 6pm。 

Greek 

Aν χρειάζεστε διερμηνέα, παρακαλείστε να τηλεφωνήσετε στην Υπηρεσία 

Μετάφρασης και Διερμηνείας (Εθνική Υπηρεσία TIS) στο 131 450 και ζητήστε να 

τηλεφωνήσουν Melbourne Water στο 0409 386 449. Οι ώρες λειτουργίας μας είναι 

Mon – Fri, 7am – 6pm. 

Korean  

통역사가 필요하시면 번역통역서비스 (TIS National)에 131 450으로 연락하여 이들에게 

0409 386 449번으로 Melbourne Water에 전화하도록 요청하십시오. 저희의 

근무시간은Mon – Fri, 7am – 6pm입니다.  

Persian 

ی"  شفاه وی کتب ترجمه خدمات"  به لطفا   دیدار ازينی شفاه مترجم به اگر (TIS National)  181 450    شماره  – 

449 386 0409 شماره ــ  Melbourne Water به ديبخواه آنها از و ديکن تلفن –  ما کار ساعات. کنند تلفن – 

Mon – Fri, 7am – 6pm  است  

Russian 

Если вам нужен переводчик, то позвоните в Службу письменного и устного 

перевода (TIS National) по номеру 131 450 и скажите переводчику, что вам 

нужно позвонить в Melbourne Water по номеру 0409 386 449. Наш распорядок 

работы: Mon – Fri, 7am – 6pm  

Serbian 

Ако вам је потребан тумач, молимо вас да позовете Службу преводилаца и 

тумача (Translating and Interpreting Service  - TIS National) на 131 450 и 

замолите их да позову Melbourne Water на 0409 386 449. Наше радно време 

је Mon – Fri, 7am – 6pm 

Spanish 

Si necesita intérprete, llame al Servicio de Traducción e Interpretación - 

Translating and Interpreting Service (TIS National) al 131 450 y pídales que 

llamen a (Melbourne Water) al (0409 386 449). Nuestro horario de atención es 

Mon – Fri, 7am – 6pm  



 

 

 

  

Turkish  

Tercümana ihtiyacınız varsa, 131 450 numaralı telefondan Yazılı ve Sözlü 

Tercüme Servisini (TIS National) arayınız ve sizi  0409 386 449 numaralı 

telefondan  Melbourne Water ile görüştürmelerini isteyiniz. Çalışma saatlerimiz 

Mon – Fri, 7am – 6pm 

Vietnamese 

Nếu cần thông ngôn viên, xin quý vị gọi cho Dịch Vụ Thông Phiên Dịch (TIS Toàn 

Quốc) qua số 131 450 và nhờ họ gọi cho Melbourne Water qua số 0409 386 449. 

Giờ làm việc của chúng tôi là Mon – Fri, 7am – 6pm 

Italian 

Se avete bisogno di un' interprete, telefonate il servizio di interpreti e 

traduttori (TIS National) al numero 131 450 e richiedergli di chiamare il 

"Melbourne Water- Melbourne Water" al numero 1800 035 245. Le loro ore 

di affari sono Mon – Fri, 7am 


