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Purpose of the document  
The Yarra Strategic Plan will be a ten year strategy to 

establish long -term transformational change in 

governance and work towards delivering the community 

vision for protecting our Yarra River, Birrarung.  

The Yarra Strategic Plan Progress Report , released in 

September 2018, provides a high level update on our 

progress and outlines how the community vision will be 

bought to life through the Yarra Strategic Plan.  

This map book provides the spatial detail of land use 

within the Yarra Strategic Plan study area to und erstand 

current state land use, as well as threats and pressures to 

the river such as population growth and climate change.  

The information has been divided into a number of 

topics:  

¶ Land use and development  

¶ Landscapes and views  

¶ Open space networks  

¶ Access networks  

¶ Tourism, activities and events  

¶ River health and amenity  

¶ Heritage Overlays and Areas of Aboriginal Cultural 

Heritage Sensitivity  

This document can b e read in conjunction with the 

Progress Report  as a reference to the land use analysis.  

These maps have also been used in our community and 

stakeholder workshops to work through the issues facing 

the river corridor and identify opportunities to protect the 

Yarra.  

 

Data sources  

All spatial data displayed is publicly accessible and 

demonstrates existing land use (2018).  

The maps are intended to be used as a reference to 

bring out the stories and issues related to the Yarra River 

corridor. The maps will also be used to test the spatial 

attributes of the values and priorities, which ha ve been 

described for each of the four river reaches.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

2 

 

Governance   
The Yarra River Protection (Wilip -gin Birrarung murron) Act 

2017 (the Act), describes several types of land to which it 

applies. These are different but often overlapping 

geographic areas, which are relevant to the operations 

of various provisions in the Act, as well as other legislation.  

The Act desi gnates three categories of land: Yarra River 

land, the Greater Yarra urban Parkland s and the Yarra 

Strategic Plan study area.  

 

Yarra River land  

Yarra River land is the main parcel of land protected by 

the Act. It is covers public and State government owned 

land within 500 metres of a bank of the river that is not 

excluded land. Excluded land is defined in section 3 of 

the Act as the Port of Melbourne ( as defined in the Port 

Management Act 1995 ) and any land within a special 

water supply catchment area listed in Schedule 5 of the 

Catchment and Land Protection Act 1994 . 

 

Greater Yarra Urban Parklands  

The Greater Yarra Urban Parklands include Yarra River 

land which is used as public open space or a park within 

a municipal council district and within an urban growth 

boundary. It also includes any other land that the land 

owner agrees may be covered which is within an urban 

growth boundary specified in a plan ning scheme.

 

Yarra Strategic Plan study area  

The Act states that the Yarra Strategic Plan study area 

must include Yarra River land and land of any kind that is 

located within one kilometre of a bank of the Yarra River.  

The Act also outlines that the Yarr a Strategic Plan study 

area may include public or private land located more 

than one kilometre from a bank of the Yarra River that is 

wholly within the municipal districts of Melbourne, 

Stonnington, Yarra, Boroondara, Banyule, Manningham , 

Nillumbik or Yar ra Ranges.  

 

Yarra River reaches  

For the purpose of preparing the Yarra Strategic Plan, the 

river has been segmented into four ôreachesõ. This helps 

to understand specific issues and considerations related 

to different parts of the river across a large stu dy area.  

Map 1 below shows the river and its four reaches, within 

the broader Yarra River catchment. The four reaches are:  

 

Upper rural reach  

The upper rural reach extends from the Upper Yarra 

Reservoir to Healesville . Much of this part of the river 

corridor is surrounded by the Yarra Ranges National Park. 

Upstream of Millgrove, the river flows through a steep 

gorge, enclosed by forests; downstream it opens out to 

flatter terrain and is surrounded by the fertile agricu ltural 

land of the Yarra Valley. 

 

Lower rural reach  

The lower rural reach extends from Healesville to 

Warrandtye State Park. This part of the river corridor 

features open, expansive agricultural land of the Yarra 

Valley. Long range views across the Yarra  Valley are 

framed by surrounding mountain ranges.  

Suburban reach  

The suburban reach extends from Warrandyte (at the 

Urban Growth Boundary, which marks the edge of 

metropolitan Melbourne) to Dights Falls in Abbotsford.  

In this reach much of the river is l ined with a near -

continuous network of parklands and conservation areas.  

The riverõs setting transitions from rural at the metropolitan 

edge to suburban closer to central Melbourne.  

Inner city reach  

The inner city reach extends from Dights Falls to the 

ce ntral city (Webb Bridge). Dights Falls marks a clear 

transition  from the suburban to the inner city and is also 

the point of transition between tidal and freshwater flow.  

The inner city reach includes industrial areas on the river 

flats (many of which are undergoing transition), well -

established residential neighbourhoods, extensive areas 

of parklands and recreation spaces and the Melbourne 

CBD.  

The inner city precincts of Docklands, Fishermans Bend 

and the Port of Melbourne are currently not covered in 

the Yarra Strategic Plan as they are subject to separate 

planning processes. However, they will still be considered 

within the broader context of the river as key points of 

influence within this reach.  
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Map 1 - Yarra Strategic Plan Governance  
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Land use and d evelopment  
The Yarra River begins its journey in the forested upper 

reaches of the Baw Baw plateau in the Great Dividing 

Range east of Melbourne, and flows approximately 240 

kilometres to its mouth at Port Phillip Bay.  

Along the way the Yarra River traverses a rich variety of  

landscapes. This includes the Yarra Ranges National Park, 

the agricultural region of the Yarra Valley, the network of 

parklands and conservation areas that line the river 

through Melbourneõs eastern residential suburbs, industrial 

areas along the inner ci ty river flats, Melbourneõs CBD, 

Docklands, and the Port.  

Map 2 shows the character types found in the 

landscapes of the upper rural reach as well as the Yering 

Gorge water supply catchment area.  

 

Character types in the upper rural reach  

The different way s in which land is used and developed, 

or retains its natural features, create a distinctive 

character for each area along the river corridor.  

Map 2 shows the different character types within the 

upper rural reach, which have the following key features.  

Yarra River conservation  

This character type comprises the extensive State and 

National Parks of the Upper Yarra area. Upstream of 

Warburton, the river is enclosed by the extensive Yarra 

Ranges National Park, and its protected forests meet the 

riverõs edge in many locations.  

Other conservation areas such as the Warramate State 

Forest are interspersed among farmland.  

Rural environment  

This character type comprises the various agricultural 

areas along the river corridor.  

This includes small areas of farmland around Reefton, 

McMahons Creek and Warburton East.  

Between Warburton and Healesville, where the 

topography opens out to flatter terrain, the agricultural 

areas surrounding the river become more expansive.

 

Areas of cl eared farmland are interspersed with heavy 

vegetation of mature native trees and understorey 

planting, particularly along waterway corridors. Buildings 

are mostly obscured from view from the river corridor.  

Agricultural and horticultural activities are maj or 

contributors to the local and regional economy and the 

stunning rural landscapes of the Yarra Valley are a key 

drawcard for tourism.  

Rural township  

This includes the small townships located along the river, 

including Yarra Junction, Woori Yallock, Mill grove and 

Warburton, which are hubs of activity within the rural 

landscape. In some locations, housing or commercial 

buildings are built close to the riverõs edge.  

There is limited public land fronting the river in this reach. 

As a result, many parts of t he river have no direct access 

for the community, or must be accessed on -water.  

Parklands and recreation  

This comprises open spaces and recreation reserves near 

Warburton and Yarra Junction townships. These have a 

more manicured landscape as opposed to a more 

natural bush setting.  

Yering Gorge Drinking Water Catchment  

The Yering Gorge water supply catchment flows from the 

Upper Yarra Dam wall, extending through to the 

Warrandyte area where water is pumped directly from 

the Yarra River to Sugarloaf reservoi r and treated at 

Winneke Water Treatment Plant.  

This water supply contributes 25% of Melbourneõs total 

water demand and during the drought period, supplied 

around a third of the drinking water supply.  

In the absence of formal protections of this drinking  water 

supply catchment, there is a risk that source water quality 

will deteriorate in time due to unsustainable activities and 

incompatible land development.  
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Map 2 - Land use and d evelopment in the upper rural reach  
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Landscapes  and views  
The Yarra River is defined by a striking range of different 

landscapes as it journeys from its source to Port Phillip 

Bay. Some of these have been formally identified as 

significant landscapes and are protected in the Planning 

Scheme.  

The Yarra Strategic Plan will  identify significant views 

along the river corridor. Views are an important aspect of 

how the river is experienced and appreciated.  

Landscapes of the upper rural reach include the forested 

mountains and valleys of the Yarra Ranges National Park 

and the f ertile expanses of the Yarra Valley.  

Map 3 shows the Significant Landscape Overlay, 

Environmental Significance Overlay and views in the 

upper rural reach.  

Significant Landscape Overlay  

The Significant Landscape Overlay is applied to 

landscapes that have i dentified scenic and cultural 

value. Large areas of the Yarra Riverõs landscape are 

protected through this overlay.  

For most areas within this overlay area, a permit is 

required to construct a building or remove vegetation. 

This is to ensure the impact of future development on the 

scenic value of the landscape is taken into consideration.  

Significant landscapes in the upper rural reach  

Upper Yarra River and Environs  

The Upper Yarra River and Environs landscape extends 

from the broad floodplains south of Y arra Glen and 

Healesville to the confined valley at the base of the 

Donna Buang Range near Warburton. The landscape 

also includes the upper reaches of the Yarra River east of 

Warburton and the forested valleys immediately 

upstream of the Upper Yarra Reserv oir. 

The Donna Buang Range  

The Donna Buang Range is one of the major landforms in 

the region. It provides a mountainous backdrop to many 

of Yarra Ranges Shireõs best known rural vistas. 

 

The forested areas are also recognised as being of 

conservation sig nificance as a major habitat for native 

plants and animals.  

Foothills and rural townships  

Townships covered by this overlay include Healesville, 

Yarra Glen, Yarra Junction, Seville, Warburton and Woori 

Yallock. A key feature of these landscapes is the visu al 

dominance of vegetation including large, mature native 

and indigenous trees, vistas through development to hills, 

canopy trees and the surrounding landscape, obscured 

dwellings with minimal excavation and a lack of front 

fences.  

Other significant landsc apes within the study area 

include Warramate Hills, OõShannassy Catchment and 

the Little Yarra Valley.  

Environmental Significance Overlay  

The Environmental Significance Overlay is applied to 

places with particular environmental value. Many of 

these places are of intrinsic importance to the health of 

the Yarra River and its catchment.  

Environmentally significant areas in the upper rural reach  

¶ Ben Cairn Scenic Road and adjacent areas  

¶ Big Pats Creek  

¶ Black Sands Creek and Yarra State Forest  

¶ Coranderrk Aqueduct  

¶ Eucalyptus yarraensis stands (Coldstream, Yarra 

Glen districts)  

¶ Everard Park  

¶ Healesville Sanctuary, Coranderrk and Surrounds  

¶ McMahons Creek  

¶ Mt Beenak, Mt Thule and Milner Hill  

¶ Mt Tool -be -wong ð Don River  

¶ OõShannassy Aqueduct 

¶ OõShannassy Catchment 

¶ OõShannassy Creek ð Yarra River confluence  

¶ River frontage ð north of Woori Yallock  

¶ Swamp Gum community below Upper Yarra Dam

 

¶ The Cement Creek Catchment  

¶ Upper Yarra Catchment  

¶ Warramate Hills  

¶ Yarra Junction  

¶ Yarra River and Little Yarra River Corridor  

¶ Ythan Creek a nd Dirty Gully Warburton  

More information on planning scheme overlays can be 

found at planning -schemes.delwp.vic.gov.au/  

Views  

Viewpoints along the river corridor that offer a special 

place to experience the river have been identified. These 

places includ e viewing platforms, lookout points and 

other key locations.  

The waterway itself and the recreational trails that run 

alongside the river provide opportunities to experience 

dynamic views of the river ð views that can be obtained 

while moving and journeyin g through the riverõs 

landscapes.  

 

ID View name  

55 Selovers Lookout  

56 Mt Riddell  

57 Mt Donna Buang Lookout Tower  

58 Mt Donna Buang  

59 Mt Donna Buang  

60 Viewing Platform, tunnel entrance, Big Peninsula 

Picnic Area  

61 Upper Reservoir Lookout  

62 Lower Reservoir Lookout via Bridge Crossing  

63 Brimbonga Outlet Lookout  
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 Map 3 - Landscapes and v iews in the upper rural reach  
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Open space networks  
There are 7,795 hectares of diverse parklands and public 

open spaces along the Yarra River.  

Within the upper rural reach, this includes 4,609 hectares 

of wilderness areas, parklands and recreational spaces 

which are of high environmental and cultural 

significance.  

Map 4  shows parklands, tracks and trails and Yarra River 

Land in the upper rural reach.  

Yarra River Land  

Yarra River Land is the Yarra River, including its bed, soil 

and banks, as well as publicly managed land within 500m 

of a bank of the river.  

 

Significant areas of Yarra River Land in the upper rural 

reach include Warramate Hills Nature Conservation 

Reserve, Haining Farm and Yarra Ranges National Park.  

 

Tracks and trails in the upper rural reach  

 

Lilydale to Warburton Rail Trail  

The Lilydale to Warburton Rai l Trail is an iconic 40km 

recreation trail for walkers, cyclists and horse riders . It 

starts to run parallel with the river around Woori Yallock 

and finishes in the Warburton Township.  

 

Riverside tracks at Warburton  

There are riverside tracks on both sides of the river for the 

full length of the Warburton township from the Mayer 

Bridge to the Signs bridge. There are picnic spots, BBQõs, 

toilets and river crossings at various locations.  

 

Backstairs Track  

This 3km track starts in Warburton Main Street an d follows 

Scotchmans Creek Valley. It features the lush fern gullies 

of the Yarra State Forest.  

 

Upper Yarra Reservoir  

There are several short walks and lookouts over and 

around the Upper Yarra Reservoir. These include Fern 

Gully Track and Batts Creek Tra ck. 

 

 

Parklands in the upper rural reach  

 

Warramate Hills Nature Conservation Reserve  

Warramate  Hills Nature Conservation Reserve is 480ha in 

size. It provides access to bushland areas which feel 

remote. It can be accessed by walking tracks which 

provide excellent views.  

Yarra Ranges National Park  

Yarra Ranges National Park features majestic Mountai n 

Ash Trees, one of the tallest tree species in the world. As 

well as the Yarra River, the OõShannassy and Taggerty 

Rivers flow through the park. Much of the area forms part 

of Melbourneõs water catchments and is not open to the 

public in order to protect drinking water supply.  
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Map 4 - Open space networks in the upper rural reach  
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Access networks  
The Yarra Strategic Plan will consider all the ways in which 

people access the river and the areas along the river. This 

includes walking, cycling, on -water transport (paddling, 

motorboats), public transport and vehicle access. The 

extensive parklands alon g parts of the river also often 

provide direct access to the water.  

The plan will also consider areas where limiting access is 

suitable in order to protect the natural environment.  

In the upper rural reach access networks through the river 

corridor are mo re limited than the downstream reaches. 

There are localised tracks and trails through parklands 

and the Lilydale -Warburton rail trail passes alongside 

parts of the river. Some off -road trails may be unmapped.  

 

Map 5 shows tracks and trails, gaps in trails , public 

transport, on -water access and car parks in the upper 

rural reach.  

 

Tracks and trails in the upper rural reach  

Lilydale to Warburton Rail Trail  

The Lilydale to Warburton Rail Trail is an iconic 40 km 

recreation trail for walkers, cyclists and horse riders . It 

starts to run parallel with the river around Woori Yallock 

and finishes in the Warburton Township.  

 

Riverside tracks at Warburton  

There are riverside tracks on both sides of the river for the 

full length of the Warburton township from the  Mayer 

Bridge to the Signs bridge. There are picnic spots, BBQõs, 

toilets and river crossings at various locations.  

 

Backstairs Track  

This 3km track starts in Warburton Main Street and follows 

Scotchmans Creek Valley. It features the lush fern gullies 

of t he Yarra State Forest. 

 

Upper Yarra Reservoir  

There are several short walks and lookouts over and 

around the Upper Yarra Reservoir. These include Fern 

Gully Track and Batts Creek Track.  

 

Gaps in trails in the upper rural reach  

Areas highlighted in green r epresent gaps in track and 

trail access to the river. The map shows access is limited 

between Healesville and Woori Yallock and also between 

McMahons Creek and the Upper Yarra Reservoir.  

 

Public transport in the upper rural reach  

There is a metro bus rout e between Chirnside Park and 

Warburton which travels via Lilydale station, Seville, and 

Yarra Junction. There is no metro or regional train line in 

the upper rural reach.  

 

On-water access in the upper rural reach  

There are no formal boat ramps in the upper  rural reach, 

though some informal access for recreational water 

activities exists.  

 

Carparks in the upper rural reach  

On -street car parking can be found in the Warburton 

Township which provides access to the river. 11 formal 

carparks have been identified which include Little 

Peninsula Picnic Ground, Younga Road on the 

OõShannassy Trail, Cement Creek Road at the Redwood 

Forest and the Upper Yarra Reservoir.  



 

 

 

13 

 Map 5 - Access networks in the upper rural reach  
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Tourism, activities and events  
There are many different ways people like to experience 

the Yarra River.  

 

In the year ending March 2018, 1.1 million people visited 

the Yarra Valley, which represents 4% of all v isitors to 

Victoria. This is a 23% increase from the previous year. The 

Yarra Valley is a tourism hot spot and provides significant 

contributions to the economy.  

 

Map 6 shows community activities and key tourist 

destinations in the upper rural reach.  

 

Com munity activities in the upper rural reach  

Community activities include cultural events, festivals, 

markets and sports events in the river corridor. An event 

which occurs in the upper rural reach is the Giro Della 

Donna cycling race at Mt Donna Buang.  

Key tourist destinations in the upper rural reach  

Activities, wineries, natural features and precincts in the 

corridor that are tourist destinations have been identified 

using Council data and research.  

 

Activities  

¶ Healesville Sanctuary  

¶ Sandra Bardas Art Gall ery  

¶ Mont de Lancey Homestead  

¶ Rayners Orchard  

¶ O'Shannassy Aqueduct Trail  

¶ Warburton Township  

¶ Big Pats Walk into History 

 

Natural features  

¶ Ben Cairn Rock  

¶ Yarra Valley ECOSS  

¶ Mt Donna Buang  

¶ Rainforest Gallery  

¶ La La Falls  

¶ Cement Creek Redwood Forest  

¶ Steavenson Falls  

¶ Big and Little Peninsula Tunnels  

¶ The Ada Tree  

¶ Upper Yarra Reservoir Park  
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 Map 6 - Tourism, activities and events in the upper rural reach  
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River health and amenity  
The Yarra Strategic Plan needs to identify areas of high 

environmental value to be protected. The priority areas 

shown on the adjacent map are drawn from the Draft 

Healthy Waterways Strategy (2018 -2028).  

Community input to the Draft  Healthy Waterways 

Strategy (2018 -2028) has been invaluable in creating 

collective targets and performance objectives. Visit 

https://yoursay.melbournewater.com.au/Yarra -

catchment  for more  information.  

Map 7 shows priority stormwater sub -catchments, the 

Environmental Significance Overlay and 10 year priority 

vegetation areas.  

 

Healthy Waterways Strategy  

An example of the performance objectives that are 

being developed for the Draft  Healthy Waterways 

Strategy (2018 -2028) include:  

¶ Reduce impacts of stormwater on waterways; focus 

on urban growth and rural townships  

¶ Improve condition and extent of riparian vegetation in 

rural and urban areas by protecting high quality 

vegetation, managing threats and building resilience  

¶ Improve environmental flows and protect drought 

refuges in the context of climate change  

¶ Reduce n utrient and sediment runoff from rural land 

and areas of urban development; ensure no net 

increase in nutrient and sediment loads to protect the 

health of Port Phillip Bay  

¶ Traditional Owners are supported to recognise, 

protect and promote intangible and t angible cultural 

values and to have a role in protecting and improving 

waterways  

¶ Address significant risks to values from pollution (water 

quality) from emerging contaminants of concern such 

as microplastics, pesticides and pharmaceuticals. 

 

Priority sto rmwater sub -catchments in the upper rural 

reach  

The Draft Healthy Waterways Strategy (2018 -2028) has 

identified priority areas for stormwater harvesting and 

infiltration. In the upper rural reach this includes areas of 

Warburton, Yarra Junction, Launching Place and Woori 

Yallock.  

10 year priority vegetation  

The Draft Healthy Waterways Strategy (2018 -2028) has 

identified priority areas to establish and maintain 

vegetated buffers on waterways. The Yarra River and its 

tributaries have all been identified as p riorities.  

Environmental Significance Overlay  

The Environmental Significance Overlay is applied to 

places with particular environmental value. Many of 

these places are of intrinsic importance to the health of 

the Yarra River and its catchment.  

Environmen tally significant areas in the upper rural reach  

¶ Ben Cairn Scenic Road and adjacent areas  

¶ Big Pats Creek  

¶ Black Sands Creek and Yarra State Forest  

¶ Coranderrk Aqueduct  

¶ Eucalyptus yarraensis stands (Coldstream, Yarra 

Glen districts)  

¶ Everard Park  

¶ Healesville Sanctuary, Coranderrk and Surrounds  

¶ McMahons Creek  

¶ Mt Beenak, Mt Thule and Milner Hill  

¶ Mt Tool -be -wong ð Don River  

¶ OõShannassy Aqueduct 

¶ OõShannassy Catchment 

¶ OõShannassy Creek ð Yarra River confluence  

¶ River frontage ð north of Woori Yallock

 

¶ Swamp Gum community below Upper Yarra Dam  

¶ The Cement Creek Catchment  

¶ Upper Yarra Catchment  

¶ Warramate Hills  

¶ Yarra Junction  

¶ Yarra River and Little Yarra River Corridor  

¶ Ythan Creek and Dirty Gully Warburton  

More information on planning scheme overlays can be 

found at planning -schemes.delwp.vic.gov.au/  

 

https://yoursay.melbournewater.com.au/Yarra-catchment
https://yoursay.melbournewater.com.au/Yarra-catchment
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 Map 7 - River health and amenity in the upper rural reach  
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Heritage Overlays and Areas of 

Aboriginal Cultural Sensitivity  
Culture and heritage considers the way in which people 

have related to the river and its landscapes over time.  

It includes the relationship of Traditional Owners to the 

land and the river, wh ich spans tens of thousands of 

years.  

It also considers the riverõs role in shaping the history of 

Melbourne and surrounding rural areas since the time of 

settlement.  

Map 8 shows the Heritage Overlay, Heritage Rivers, areas 

of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage  Sensitivity and some key 

sites of cultural heritage importance in the upper rural 

reach.  

 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Sensitivity  

Areas of Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Sensitivity are 

registered Aboriginal cultural heritage places. They 

include landform s and land categories that are regarded 

as containing Aboriginal cultural heritage.  

 

All land within 200m of the banks of rivers and larger 

watercourses is designated as places of Aboriginal 

cultural sensitivity. This reflects the importance that water 

plays in Aboriginal cultural heritage and practice, both 

historically and contemporarily.  

 

The designation of cultural sensitivity means that a permit 

and cultural heritage management plan are required for 

proposals that disturb the ground in these areas.  

https://www.vic.gov.au/aboriginalvictoria/  

 

Victorian Heritage Register  

The Victorian Heritage Register lists the State's most 

significant heritage places, objects and historic 

shipwrecks protecte d under the Heritage Act 1995 . 

Heritage places or objects listed on the Victorian 

Heritage Register are important to understanding the

 

 

 history of Victoria and designated to be of State level 

significance.  

 

Heritage Victoria, the State Government herita ge 

authority, is responsible for issuing permits to modify these 

heritage places.  

https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/about -heritage -in-

victoria/heritage -in-victor ia 

 

Heritage Overlay  

The Heritage Overlay is applied to places that have been 

identified as having heritage significance. It can be 

applied to buildings, trees, gardens or infrastructure (such 

as bridges). The Heritage Overlay requires that a permit is 

ob tained to demolish or modify the heritage place. Most 

of these places have been identified as having heritage 

significance through a Council heritage study.  

More information on planning scheme overlays can be 

found at planning -schemes.delwp.vic.gov.au/  

Heritage Rivers  

This reach has two sections declared as a Heritage River, 

including east of the Watts River to Woori Yallock Creek 

and from Woori Yallock to beyond Walkers Creek at 

Warburton. The Yarra Ranges National Park encompasses 

a large section of th is reach and is home to a multitude 

of heritage sites managed by Parks Victoria. Melbourne 

Water also manages sites related to water catchments 

and supply.  

Indicative sites in the upper rural reach  

The indicative sites shown on the map and listed in the 

ta ble below are representative examples of the different 

types of sites that have been identified as significant in 

the riverõs history within the upper rural reach. 

They mostly represent different periods in the riverõs 

colonial heritage and include sites r elated to water 

supply, gold mining, saw milling and tourism. 

 

Within the upper rural reach the Coranderrk Aboriginal 

reserve at Healesville is a nationally significant place 

(National Heritage List).  

 

There are very few known sites of Aboriginal heritage  

recorded in this reach, howe ver, many may remain 

unmapped.  Sites of Aboriginal cultural heritage and 

significance will be identified through ongoing 

investigation currently being led by Traditional Owners.  

 

Site 

ID 

 

Site Name  Period  

84  Coranderrk Aboriginal Cemetery  [1860s] 

85  Coranderrk Aboriginal Reserve  [1863]  

86  Wanderstore  c.1920s 

87  Yarra Junction War Memorial  c.1920  

88  Inverarity Mill   

89 

 Yarra Yarra hydraulic gold sluicing 

company   

90  Alpine Retreat Hotel  c.1920s 

91  Sanitarium  Health Foods  1930s 

92  Ezards Sawmill  

93  Cement Creek plantation  c.1930s 

94  Cumberland Scenic Reserve  1920s 

95  Upper Yarra Dam  1957 

96  Yarra Ranges National Park   

97 

 Yarra Track (Yarra Glen ð 

Healesville section)  c.1860s 

98  Old Federal Mill   

 

https://www.vic.gov.au/aboriginalvictoria/
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/about-heritage-in-victoria/heritage-in-victoria
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/about-heritage-in-victoria/heritage-in-victoria
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 Map 8 - Heritage overlays and areas of Aboriginal cultural sensitivity in the upper rural reach  


