
Waterbirds in Western Port: 
trends & conservation

Richard H. Loyn, Eco Insights

45 years of community monitoring & climatic flux

BirdLife Australia Western Port survey

This ppt modified from earlier ppt, 
partly based on ppts by Birgita Hansen, 
Peter Menkhorst, Peter Dann & RHL





BLA count sites



Ranking importance of sites

Site Ranking

Pioneer Bay / Stockyard Pt / GMH 
drain

1

Barrallier Island / NW French Island 2

Bunyip River / Yallock Creek 3

Reef Island / Bass Bay 4

Fairhaven 5

Tortoise Head 6

Observation Point 7

Sandy Point / Hanns Inlet 8

Warneet 9

Rams Island 10

Tooradin 11

Long Island 12

Settlement Rd 13

Blue Gum Pt (French Island) 14

Dwyers Rd swamp 15

Hastings 16

Churchill Island 17

Queensferry 18

Newhaven 19



Shorebirds
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East Asian-Australasian Flyway



Transequatorial Migratory Shorebirds (all species)
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Australasian Breeding Shorebirds (all species)
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Cormorants (all species) & Pelican
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Declining species in Western Port

Many fish-eaters, e.g. Little Pied Cormorant, Great Cormorant, 
Australian Pelican, Crested Tern, Fairy Tern, White-faced Heron 
[but NOT Pied Cormorant]

Many transequatorial migratory shorebirds, e.g. Eastern 
Curlew, Grey-tailed Tattler, Curlew Sandpiper, Pacific Golden 
Plover [but NOT Red-necked Stint, the most common species]

Some Australasian breeding shorebirds, gulls & ibis, e.g. 
Masked Lapwing, Silver Gull, Aus. White Ibis
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Little Pied Cormorant
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LITTLE PIED CORMORANT



Australian Pelican
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Crested Tern
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White-faced Heron
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Common Greenshank
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Curlew Sandpiper
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Eastern Curlew
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Grey-tailed Tattler
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Pacific Golden Plover
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Royal Spoonbill
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Silver Gull
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Increasing species in Western Port

Four fish-eating birds: 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle, Whiskered Tern and Gull-billed Tern 
(also Eurasian Gull-billed Tern)

Three Australasian breeding shorebirds:      

Pied Oystercatcher, Red-necked Avocet and Banded Stilt

One locally breeding goose:

Cape Barren Goose



Pied Oystercatcher
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Red-necked Avocet
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Species showing more stability

One fish-eating species: Pied Cormorant

The most common transequatorial migratory shorebird:  

Red-necked Stint

One migratory shorebird that breeds in New Zealand: 

Double-banded Plover

One Australian-breeding shorebird: 

Red-capped Plover

Two locally breeding waterfowl: 

Black Swan & Pacific Black Duck



Pied Cormorant
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Red-necked Stint
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Double-banded Plover
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Species with complex patterns

Two fish-eating or other coastal species:

Caspian Tern & Pacific Gull

Two transequatorial migratory shorebirds:

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper & Red Knot

Some Oz-breeding shorebirds:

Red-kneed Dotterel & Black-winged Stilt

Inland-breeding waterbirds, e.g.:

Hoary-headed Grebe, Great Egret, Grey Teal, Musk Duck, Pacific 
Black Duck, Straw-necked Ibis



Caspian Tern
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Pacific Gull
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Bar-tailed Godwit

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1
6

/1
2

/7
3

1
6

/1
2

/7
4

1
6

/1
2

/7
5

1
6

/1
2

/7
6

1
6

/1
2

/7
7

1
6

/1
2

/7
8

1
6

/1
2

/7
9

1
6

/1
2

/8
0

1
6

/1
2

/8
1

1
6

/1
2

/8
2

1
6

/1
2

/8
3

1
6

/1
2

/8
4

1
6

/1
2

/8
5

1
6

/1
2

/8
6

1
6

/1
2

/8
7

1
6

/1
2

/8
8

1
6

/1
2

/8
9

1
6

/1
2

/9
0

1
6

/1
2

/9
1

1
6

/1
2

/9
2

1
6

/1
2

/9
3

1
6

/1
2

/9
4

1
6

/1
2

/9
5

1
6

/1
2

/9
6

1
6

/1
2

/9
7

1
6

/1
2

/9
8

1
6

/1
2

/9
9

1
6

/1
2

/0
0

1
6

/1
2

/0
1

1
6

/1
2

/0
2

1
6

/1
2

/0
3

1
6

/1
2

/0
4

1
6

/1
2

/0
5

1
6

/1
2

/0
6

1
6

/1
2

/0
7

1
6

/1
2

/0
8

1
6

/1
2

/0
9

1
6

/1
2

/1
0

1
6

/1
2

/1
1

1
6

/1
2

/1
2

1
6

/1
2

/1
3



Red Knot
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Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
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Great Egret
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Black Swan
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Biomass

SPECIES
Rank by 
biomass Weight (g)

Mean 
biomass (kg)

Biomass 
as %

BLACK SWAN 1 5500 10857 69.1

AUSTRALIAN WHITE IBIS 2 1950 997 6.3

SILVER GULL 3 290 625 4.0

EASTERN CURLEW 4 900 555 3.5

AUSTRALIAN PELICAN 5 5400 361 2.3

CHESTNUT TEAL 6 650 301 1.9

PACIFIC GULL 7 1350 284 1.8

STRAW-NECKED IBIS 8 1300 207 1.3

AUSTRALIAN SHELDUCK 9 1450 178 1.1

ROYAL SPOONBILL 10 1650 146 0.9

PIED OYSTERCATCHER 11 700 136 0.9



Fish-eating birds at Western Port & West 
Corner Inlet

summer                  winter



Fish-eating birds vs Australian Salmon CPUE



Conclusions

• Many changes over 45 years, at different times

• More declines than increases

• But still a very important place!

• Some of the changes are good

• Some of the other changes can be managed

• Need to know more about inter-relationships, eg
seagrass

• Community monitoring can give valuable window!
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