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The River Detectives program wishes to acknowledge the following groups for their permission to use their images and illustrations: Steve Walker (2006) from the B&W images in ‘Critter Catalogue: a guide to the aquatic invertebrates 
of South Australian inland waters (2004 EPA)’; John Gooderham The Waterbug Company; Christine Rockley from the publication Water Bug Detective Guide, 2009, with permission of the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage.
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Name: Date:  

Waterbody:

The waterbugs (aquatic macroinvertebrates) found can indicate the health of a waterbody. Sample 
your site and tick the circle if you find the waterbug. Waterbugs have different sensitivities to 
pollution and changes, and therefore different SIGNAL* scores.

Very Sensitive 8-10 Sensitve 5-7 Tolerant 3-4 Very tolerant 1-2

*SIGNAL – Stream Invertebrate Grade Number – Average Level

Waterway Health Score: > 6 Excellent  5 to 6 Very good 4 to 5 Poor < 4 Very poor1
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ON THE SURFACE

The size of waterbugs are not to scale.




