Gardiners Creek Main Sewer
Rehabilitation Project
Project Introduction – July 2021

Why this project is important
Melbourne Water is committed to enhancing life and
liveability in your area. To maintain our world-class sewerage
system, we will be rehabilitating sections of the Gardiners
Creek Main Sewer (GCM).
The Gardiners Creek Main Sewer (GCM) transfers sewage
flows from several of Melbourne’s inner eastern suburbs
to the South Yarra Main (SYM) and ultimately Western
Treatment Plant. It is approximately 6km in length and it
generally follows the alignment of Gardiners Creek north
of the Monash Freeway.
The original sections of the GCM were constructed in 1916.
It has been extended progressively over time as the population
has expanded towards the east.

Asset inspections, undertaken with CCTV in May 2018 and
July 2019, identified sections of the sewer in poor condition.
Rehabilitation work is required to reduce the risk of asset
failure whilst maintaining the required service level.
Upgrading the sewer is an important initiative for the residents
of the inner east suburbs as it will ensure the sewer continues
to provide the community with a secure and reliable sewerage
service. The upgrade will extend the life of the Gardiners Creek
Main Sewer for decades to come.

What are we doing?
• We will be rehabilitating approximately 2.7km of the GCM,
commencing at the Burke Road exit (outbound) of the
Monash Freeway, through to Warrigal Road, Ashburton.
• The rehabilitation of the sewer will involve cleaning, installing
a watertight liner and undertaking any necessary repairs
in and around the maintenance holes.
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What the relining works involve
Sewer rehabilitation works are a non-dig solution with relining
being carried out in situ. This means there is no need to break
ground to complete works.
The sewer relining works will occur progressively working via the
maintenance holes along the GCM. As this is an operating sewer,
we will be installing bypass pipes along the alignment to maintain
sewer flows.
Because the GCM is a mixture of brick ovoid and concrete pipeline,
we will be using two different methods to undertake the relining.

Manhole

Concrete pipe

Trenchless Technology Method 2

Cured In Place Pipe (CIPP) Process

Spiral Wound-In-Place-Liner

Cured in Place Pipe (CIPP) will be used to reline the ovoid
sections of the sewer. This involves running a liner from
an existing upstream maintenance hole to one located
downstream. The liner is then expanded to match the size
of the sewer pipe and cured using UV light. The liner, once
hardened, will strengthen the sewer, allowing it to provide
many more years of service.

Spiral wound-in-place-liner will be predominately used for
the sections of concrete-lined pipes. This involves dropping
a machine down an existing maintenance hole to coat
inside the sewer pipe with a PVC liner. The machine moves
along the sewer unwinding the liner and sticking it to the
walls of the existing sewer. Once complete, grout may be
used to fill any gaps.

This approach is typically started at night and requires
24-hour continuous works to complete.

This approach is generally undertaken during the day and
will not require 24-hour continuous works.

15 metres

Trenchless Technology Method 1
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What to expect
Specific information about construction will be provided in the
coming months. Prior to and during construction, we’ll provide
information in a number of ways:
• door knocking directly impacted businesses and residents
• bulletins/newsletters delivered in the surrounding area
• information signs along the Gardiners Creek Trail
• social media updates
• web page updates
As a guide, we have listed a number of potential impacts
that you may notice during construction.
• Night works are required for some of the relining works when
sewage flows and traffic flows are at their lowest. This makes it
the safest time for crews to be working in the busier streets and
reduces the impact on the wider traffic network.
• Noise: During work hours there will be noise from motor vehicles,
machinery and generators. Some noise is expected as part of the
night works. We will do as much as possible to reduce these
impacts, including setting up sound matting around generators
and site barriers.
• Odour: Some odour is expected when carrying out the works
due to harmless gases escaping maintenance holes when opened.
We aim to minimise and localise this as much as possible.
• Traffic, parking, cyclists and pedestrians: There will be temporary
changes to traffic conditions, including lane closures, road closures,
parking restrictions and alternative driveway access for some
properties. Minor detours may be required for pedestrians and
cyclists along sections of the Gardiners Creek Trail. We encourage
you to be careful around work areas and observe new signs.
• Working hours: Working hours are as follows:
Night works: 9 pm to 7 am, Sunday to Thursday
Day works: 7 am to 6 pm, Monday to Friday
Weekend hours: 9 am to 3 pm Saturdays (if required)
Some extended work hours may be needed to complete critical
work processes. Affected residents and businesses will be
informed of this beforehand.
• Respecting the heritage and environment: In some cases,
we may need to undertake trimming or alterations where trees
and other vegetation is located in close proximity to the area
of works. In some instances vegetation removal will be necessary.
We will be working closely with Stonnington City Council,
Boroondara City Council and Monash City Council to manage
these impacts.
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Next Steps

Stages of sewer relining project
There are a number of steps that we need to undertake
to reline the sewer:
STEP 1 - Cleaning
Before any relining works can commence, the sewer must
be cleaned and scanned to assess the condition. This will
involve removing maintenance hole ladders to ensure
the equipment can be safely lowered into the sewer pipe.
Some cutting of the road and concrete will also be needed
to set up the equipment above the maintenance holes.

STEP 2- Relining
This stage will involve relining the sewer using the selected
relining method. Further information will be provided
on the planned approach for different locations in the
coming months.

STEP 3 - Reinstatement
We’ll reinstate road and concrete surfaces surrounding
each maintenance hole to their pre-existing condition
or similar where required.

No interruptions
There will be no interruption to your water or
sewage services during our works. If you experience
any issues with your sewerage service, contact
your water retailer: Yarra Valley Water 13 27 62
or South East Water 13 28 12.
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Find out how Melburnians have been supplied world-class sanitation
for over 100 years, protecting public health and the environment at
www.melbournewater.com.au/water-data-and-education/
water-facts-and-history/importance-sewerage

MORE INFORMATION

If you would like more information about the Gardiners Creek
Main Sewer Rehabilitation Project, contact the project team at:

1800 635 817
gcm@melbournewater.com.au
www.melbournewater.com.au/gcm

Scan the QR code below for
current project information

To access the
TTY and Interpreter
Services: TTY 133 677
Interpreter 131 450

