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Levels 5 and 6
History
Historical Knowledge
The Australian colonies
The nature of convict or colonial presence, including the factors that influenced changing patterns of development, how the environment changed, and aspects of the daily life of the inhabitants, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
The effects of a significant development or event on a colony


Activity: Step back in time(Years 5 and 6)
From past to present—at the Western Treatment Plant 
Students use an historical perspective to describe the events that led to the development of the Melbourne sewerage system and Western Treatment Plant.
Duration
Two-hour session
Activity steps
1. Pose the following questions:
· What would Melbourne have been like before European settlement?
· What was life like growing up in the 1880s?
· What would people have done with their waste including their rubbish, recycling and sewage?
2. Focus students’ thinking on housing, transport, food, clothing, streets and buildings, and how these may differ from today.
3. Use digital resources to help students gain a sense of what it was like to live in Melbourne during these times. Useful resources include:
a. View the following resources in Scootle at <https://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/p/home>. Teachers can register for free with their school email address.
· R3347 Collins Street, Melbourne, 1889 (painting) The painting Collins Street, Melbourne, 1889 portrays a street filled with activity of the people of that era, the forms of transport used (tram, wagon and horseback) and the street paved with flagstones.
· R6401 'Your house and mine', 1954 - asset 12 (film clip) The film clip 'Your house and mine' provides a look at the backyard lanes and backyard toilets and is a reminder of how things would have been when ‘nightmen’ collected the nightsoil.
b. View clips of early Melbourne to discuss lifestyle and what it might have been like to live in Melbourne in the early 1900s:
Marvellous Melbourne: Queen City of the South, circa 1910, Australian Screen website, <http://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/marvellous-melbourne/> 
c. View maps, images of the people, early works and information about the Board of Works at <http://www.cv.vic.gov.au/stories/built-environment/melbourne-and-smellbourne/> 
d. The video ‘The urinal’ is an introduction to early Melbourne’s human waste problem and the events that lead to the design and building of the sewage system and Western Treatment Plant. See ‘The urinal’, <https://museumsvictoria.com.au/melbournemuseum/learning/school-programs-and-resources/dunny-detectives-excavating-little-lon-self-directed/dunny-detectives-back-at-school-activities/> 
4. Follow up the video with the Student worksheet: Melbourne to Smellbourne and how it cleaned up its act. Organise students to work in pairs, for example pairing up students with differing literacy levels, to read the texts and organise them into a chronological order of events using cues in the text.
5. Lead discussion about the following questions:
· What ‘major problem’ did Melbourne have in the 1880s?
· What did the ‘nightman’ do?
· What is the Melbourne Metropolitan Board of Works? Why was it formed? What did it do?
· What would our life be like if we did not have a sewerage system?
6. Students use the following sources from the Melbourne Water website to refine the sequence of events that they developed in pairs:
· History of sewerage <http://melbournewater.com.au/aboutus/historyandheritage/historyofsewerage/Pages/history-of-sewerage.aspx>
· Our history - a timeline <http://melbournewater.com.au/aboutus/historyandheritage/Pages/Our-history-a-timeline.aspx>
· History of the Western Treatment Plant <http://melbournewater.com.au/aboutus/historyandheritage/historyofsewerage/Pages/History-of-the-Western-Treatment-Plant.aspx> 
7. After finalising the sequence of events, each pair of students could create a book using the text as a basis and illustrate pages to support it.
Extension activities
How did the life of Aboriginal people differ from that of the Europeans who settled Melbourne?
Find out more about a waterborne disease such as typhoid and diphtheria.

Resources about the history of sewerage
Night Soil, Kingston Historical Website, <http://localhistory.kingston.vic.gov.au/htm/article/30.htm> 


Student worksheet: Melbourne to Smellbourne 
Cut out the text boxes. Put them in order to tell the story of Melbourne’s sewerage history.
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{"In 1862 work began on the sewage
treatment plant.

Underground sewers were built and in
1897 the first homes were connected.

“The government asked engineer James
Mansergh to come up with a solution to
Melbourne’s waste problem.

He proposed a sewage treatment plant be
built at Werribee.

By the late 1800s, most homes had a
backyard ‘dunny’ shed. The waste was
collected in  pan.

The pan was emptied every week by
“nightmen’ who took the waste or
nightsoil’ away.
The nightsoil was dumped on paddocks,
where it was ploughed into the soil.

Often the nightmen illegally dumped the
nightsoil into drains, the bush o the

river.

"Before European settlement, Aboriginal
people living near the Yarra River relied
on the environment to recycle their
human wastes.

Decomposers in the soil, such as fungi
and bacteria, soon broke down human
waste left in the bush.

As the underground sewers spread
throughout Melbourne, the backyard

dunny and pan system were replaced by
inside water-flushed toilets

After European settlement began in
Melbourne its population steadily grew.
The amount of human waste increased;
the environment could not keep up.

The waste was dumped in large holes in
the ground. Open drains carried
wastewater into the Yarra River.

By 1846 the Yarra River water was not
fit to drink.

Drinking water was delivered around the
city in handcarts.

‘Around 1886 many people had died from
the outbreak of waterborne diseases

such as typhoid and diphtheria.

The government finally decided to deal
with the issue of human waste.

With the introduction of the new

sewerage system, the smelly open drains
and street channels were no longer
required.

More sewers were connected to the.
system.

The network of underground sewers
carried sewage via a massive pumping
station at Spotswood, to a sewage farm
at Werribee.

‘Waste tipped into holes in the ground
and left uncovered began to stink.

The flies and the smell were unbearable.
Melbourne was known as Smellbourne.
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